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May 19, 2005

Grants, Contracts, and Customer Systems
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
PO Box 30425

Lansing, MI 48909-7925

SUBJECT:  White Lake Township Recreation Plan 2005-2009

Ladies & Gentieman:
On behalf of the White Lake Township Parks and Recreation Committee and the Township Board, |

am pleased to transmit the enclosed copy of the Township's Recreation Plan.

The plan was prepared consistent with Michigan Department of Natural Resources guidelines. The
Township intends to use the Plan as the basis for requesting grant funding from the MDNR and other
funding sources as applicable. The Parks and Recreation Committee adopted the Recreation Pian on
February 16, 2005. On March 15, 2005, the White Lake Township Board adopted the Pian foliowing a

Fublic Hearing.

Very truly yours,
BIRCHLER ARROYO ASSOCIATES, INC.

/ =
Raren M. Faahana

Karen M. Fashoway, AICP, PCP
Senior Planner

Birchler Arroyo Associates, inc., 28021 Southfield Road, Lathrup Village, M1 48076, 2484231776/ 248.423.1793 fax




CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION & DESCRIPTION
OF RECREATION PLANNING PROCESS

INTRODUCTION

This Recreation Pian has been prepared by the White Lake Township Parks and Recreation Committee
and adopted by the White Lake Township Board of Trustees. The Plan is intended to guide future Township
parks and recreation programs, services, operations and maintenance for the five year term of the Plan. In
addition, the Pian is intended to form the basis for future application for recreation grant funding from the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources and other granting agencies and foundations.

DESCRIPTION OF RECREATION PLANNING PROCESS

The recreation planning process in White Lake Township is intended to involve residents from a broad
cross-section of the Township's population. Responsibility for recreation planning rests with the Parks and
Recreation Committee, Planning Commission (through the Master Plan) and Township Board. The
Township Board, as the legislative body, maintains ultimate authority for recreation planning and budgeting
in the Township. The Township receives assistance in recreation and general planning matters from a
planning consultant.

The recreation planning process followed this 5-step general framework:

WHAT Do WE Have?

RESEARCH & ANALYSIS

- PLAN MONITORING WHAT DO WE WANT?
Is The Plan Working? - Survey, Needs Analysis, Goals

T v

| GETTING THERE HOW DO WE GET THERE? §
implementation The Recreation Pian

WHITE LAKE TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN 1-1
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Wit the assistance of tne Township’s planning consultant, the Township Parks and Recreation Committes
analyzed fne basic demographic characteristics and natural features of the Township. Tney ther reviewed
an inventory of existing recreational programs and facilities within the Township and regior. Finally, this
Information wag used {c form a companison of existing recreational facifities with projected needs based on
recreation standaras.

WHAT DO WE WANT?

The above information was then used to provide the basis for an understanding of the types of recreational
faciliies currently serving the Township's residents and what future needs will be bassd on popuiation
projections. in order to gather public input, the Township's Planning Consultant conducted an observation
of park usage at Ferdinand C. Vetter Park and Dublin Community Senior Center, Judy Hawiley Park, and
Hess-Hathaway Park to get user comments regarding the recreational facilities. Also, an Issues and
Solutions Workshop was conducted for Township residents to solict feedback on desired recreational
faciiifies {results are detailed In the Appendix). This information, along with the comments of the Township

Parks and Recreation Committee and Township Board, were then synthesized into 2 series of goals anc
objectives for the Recreation Plan.

HOW DC WE GET THERE?

The Goais and Objectives formed the basis for the five-year Recreation Plan that is outlined below, There
is a direct fink between the community survey, needs assessment, Parks and Recreation Committee,
Township Board, public comments, and the Recreation Pian. The consultani prepared & suggested five-
year Recreation Plan framework for consideration by the Township based upon the goals and objectives.
The Parks and Recreafion Committee then finalized a draft Recreation Plan for consideration and adoption
by the Township Board after proper notice and public hearing. (See Appandix for pubiic hearing notices and
minutes of meetings).

GETTING THERE
This phase will invoive the implementation of the Recreation Plan. Inciuded will be consideration of funding

alternatives such as Township general fund monies, appiication for State recreation grants as well as other
grant opporiunities where appropriate.

™5 e K N iiae h A
FPLAN MONITORING

Tnis phase will occur periodically, at least every five vears. It is intended to review the goals and objectives
of the Recreation Plan as well as to determine the Township’s progress in achieving the five-year action

plan.
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RECREATION DEFICIENCIES & STRATEGIES

I gy—

The following discusses the deficiencies in recreational land that White Lake Townsnip ic
proiecied o have in the vears 2010 and 2020. The projected need is based uporn populatiorn:
estumates generated for 2010 and 2020 as part of the White Lake Master Plan procese. As

i ed below, both Township-operated facifities and otner public recreation facilities ware

considered when developing this analysis.

Mini-Park

2010 Projected Need: 12 acres 2020 Projected Need: 15 acres

There are not any Township-operated recreational facilities that are classified as mini-parks.
rowaver. school sites could be used to heip satisfy the need for local playgrounds for
neighbarhood children. Given that all the school sites are south of M-5S, with the exception of
Brooks Ziementary, it is especially crifical for the Township to consider possible sites for min-
parks north of M-59. Whenever feasible, parcels for mini-parks should be secured in growing
areas of the Township, particularly areas in the southeastern portion of the Township that may
not be properly served by fhe existing school and park faciliies. Small park sites could be
-ecured as elements of new residential developments. The preservation of private open space
within a new residential community can assist in providing neighborhood-level recreation
faciiives for the residents. As the Township continues to develop and the population grows, it
will be critical to set aside areas that could be developed and gasily accessed by children in

nearby developments.

Neighborhood Park/ Playground
2010 Projected Need: 32 acres 2020 Projected Need: 42 acres

Vetier Park and Hawiey Park are both classified as neighborhood park/ playground facifities.
Tnese parks typically serve as the fundamental park unit in a community, because they are
smalier and easier to develop than a community-wide park, while having the facilities to meet a
variety of recreafion needs in the community. To meet the projected need in 2010 of 32

' additional neighborhood park acres, the Township should pursue developing 2 or 3 additional
parks that will incorporate a combination of active and passive uses (playfields. playground
equipment, walking trails, picnic areas) for 2 variety of ages and physical abilities. Possible
locations of these parks are the western portion of the Township, both north and south of M-
50

Community-Wide Park

2010 Projected Need: 55 acres 2020 Projected Need: 85 acres

White Lake Township does not operate any community-wide parks, however the Hess-
rathaway Park on Wiliams Lake Road in Waterford is a community-wide park that serves the
Whits Lake population. While Indian Springs Metropark and the Highiand and Pontiac Lake
State Recreation Areas have facilities that serve a community-park need. the Township should
pursue developing additional park faciliies of its owr that will serve a larger popuiation than
Vetter and Hawley parks, but at a much smaller scale than the Metroparks or State Recreation
Areas thal serve e regional popuiation. The location of these faciliiies should be central, and

TGO
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therefore accessible to the entire White |ake community. uevefoameni of one large
communitv-wide park within fne fiva- -year time frame o this plen (2005-2008) would serve tne
neets of e community.
Connector Trail
The Im ;Dm enmation of the pathways component of this Recreatior; Plan will

| assist in mestng
tne needs of Wnite Lake residents for a non-moterized metnod of travel The pathways wil
provide a vital link batween various recreation facilities and rﬂsmenua nmxgwoomoow which
are currently no! accessible exgep! ov car. This will provide greater access ¢ recreational
racilities by children, tne elderly, and those who may be unable to drive.

Special Use Park

Recreational faciliies in White Lake that are classified in this category include the Duom.
Community Senior Center, Old Township Hall (0.5 acres}, Alpine Valiey Ski Area (112 acres)
and various horsebackriding faciliies (50 acres *) and White Lake Oaks County Golf Cour5£>
There is also a potential for additional park or recreation facilities or a former tree farm site on
Hilchcock Road. While there is no particuiar standard for the acreage or number of special use
parks that should be provided in a community, developing these faciliies can provids a unique
resource for residents and visitors alike. Given the vast natural resources within the Townshm
and the high rate of growth in the community, it is critical to preserve these areas for t

benefit of current and future residents whenaver feasible.

Natural Resource Areas

While White Lake Township does not controf vast natural resource areas, the Township
has over £, 700 acres of protected land maintainad by the State of Michigar ( (Highland and
Fontiac Lake § State Recreation Areas, Bloomer #4 State Park) and the Huron-Clinton
Metropoiitan Authority (Indian Springs Metropark). Future preservation of natural resource
areas will most likely occur as open space within deveiopments, or perhaps land
easements maintained by a nature conservamy The Huron River corridor r provides a prime
resource for potential future preservation and public access.

Source:  Recreation. Park & Open Space Standards & Guidsines National Recreation and Fark Association: Roger A
Lancaster, Ed: 1983,
Fark, Recreation. Open Space. and Greenway Guidelines. National Pe“reauon nd Park Association and the
American Academy for Park and Recreation Adm nistration; James D. Meres, Ph.D. CLP ana Jameas R,
Hall. CLP. Co-Task Force Chaire, 1996

WHITE LAKE TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN DRAET 8-0




CHAPTER 11 - GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

WEST. G

nm]r\r nrr rocs "'r\e‘\x

fectives jormulated by the Township are the b ne recrea

*amQWIof"f““ public anc privaie decision- rmmg ional 'aumm) and programs in

is Recreation Plan seeks to pursue long-range recr eatfonai goals and chiectives through
~

ri-range actions on the pari of the Township, County. and Siate as well as private entitias
p

)

=ollowing the public input process and development of the vision statement. the Goals and Objectives
were written and adopled by the Parks and Recreation Commitiee. The Goals stat e the general concepts
regarding wrat the Township intends to accomplish, while the Oblectives offer the more specific
recommendations for achieving the Goals. The Goals and Objactives were developed utilizing the public
comments coliected during the park observation and invantory, fhe public input rucclvea during the Issues
anc Solutions WorKsnop ne Community Description in Chapter 1. and projected needs and chalienges
within the paris and recreation system.

GOAL 1. Pursue the acquisition, expansion or development of additional local
recreation facilities
Cojectives
< cvaluate traditional and creative means of acquining additional parkiand for fccal recreation
<+ Negotliate with developers to provide additional parkiand within specific neighborhoods
<+ Install a swingset at Vetter Park
<+ Determing appropriate locations throughout the Township for mini-parks

< Determine appropriate locations in the western portion of the Township for additional
neighborhood parks
<~ Determine an appropriate location for a community-wide park

<+ Develop & system of pathways throughout the Township for non-moterized transperiation

- Provd aitional space for indoor m:eur“ facilities
oA e . . ‘ e T Re R Al A ~aRAn e
= Lonsiger the development i f naw recrzational CONCEPS N INe TOWNSHIL, INCILCIng canoe rraiis

and community gardens
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' GOALZ  Pursue the use/developmen: of surplus or underutilized state-owned
property i White Lake Township.

Objectives

= Maximize the moniss avaiizble for development o7 new recreation faciiines by imiting the

Gokars that must be aliosater for land acquisitior,.

<« Continue 1o pursue acquisition of MDNR's Bloomer State Faric No. 4 on Mckeachie Road io
permit Township preservation of this natural ares

< Consider mathods to secure the ownership and/or preservation of any State fand that may be
sold in the future

< Coliaborate with the MDNR 1o determing how historic barn within Highland State Recreation
Area may be utilized for recreational purposes

)

) ™~ m .
I Lrramiats thm Acd
an SER WO L

A& establishment of cooperative public/private parinerships
with adjacent communities or non-profit organizations to develop or
provide recreational facilities and programs.

-
G
C
t\

Objectives

< Support and encourage cooperative efforts with existing organizations such as Hi-White
Baseball, Huron Valley Soccer Clup, Lakes Area Youth Soccer League, and the Michigan
Department of Natura! Resources

<« Consider development of & cooperative recreational services system, with school districts and
adjacent communities, 1o provide recreational programs at shared facilities

“*  Support private non-profit organizations which provide recreational {acilities or programs
through financial, in-kind, or facility access agreements

< MNeet periodically with the Parks & Recreation commitiees of the four neighboring townships to

n of facilities and programs

aiscuss possible joini ventures and coordinats provisio

—a
—

o
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GOAL < Develop a paved mulii-use pathway system to link Township
recreation areas with population concentrations and adjacen
cemmunity pathways.

JW""’ g

Dee mine the :aasrbun anc iocafional criteria for development of muii-use pathw nc
ewalks in specific areas of the Township

(”
Q)

<+ Provige pedestrian connections between residential neighborhoods

<+ Develop standards for a Township pathway system to be added ‘o the requirec improvements
for development of properties, as found in the Zon ing Ordinance and Subdivision Regulation
Ordinance

< Ensure that safety is built info the system by providing proper pavement marking and signage

GOAL &. Prepare a development concept for the 67 acre Township parcel
with frontage on Brende! Lake.

Objectives
<+ Ensure proper access and signage is provided to the site

<= Provide passive recrealion facilitiss such as a fishing pier, nature waik, and wildiife viewing
areas

GOAL €. Deveiop a program to inform rasidents and visitors of parks and
recreation facilities.

Objectives

<+ Design a uniform sign system that is informative and easily recognizable to the public

<+ Install signage along major roadways to identify the location of parks faciliiss, pariicularly for
Judy Hawley Park thal does not have road frontage

< Develop a marketing program to inform residents. especially those new to White Lake. about
{ne parks and recreation opportunities avaiiable

WHITE LAKz TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN
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CHAPTER 12 - ACTION PLAN

Tne foous of White Lake's Recreation Plan is io be eqin develooment of a
reCreatic nal offer ngs tnrough land acquisition and deve lopment.

{81, tne proposed strategy for the next 5 years, 2005 through 200¢.

velc U ’

r[)

evelcped following public input provided du urng the Is ses anc Solu"on: vvcrxsma anc at tne
ownsnip parks. in addition to consultation with the Parks and Recreation Committee. Zach pronosec
“actio f is Tohovvea ov the reason why it is important,

—} o o

2005 ACTION PROGRAM

1. BLOOMER GRASS LAKE PARK Acquire from the MDNR and develop Stewardship Plan
Estimated Cost:  $5.000 Local TOTAL: $5.000

Basis fer Action: The MDNR is in the process of refeasing surplus land. Township acquisition of this
property will ensure its preservation, while i Improving public access as a result of development in 2008.
The Township plans to hire a consuli fing naturaiist to assist in developing e Stewardship Plan to
protect the property’s unique natural resources and natural feat ures.

2. PARK PROGRAMMING Develop a summer program (monthiy event) at Vetter and/or
Hawley park in order to promote the Towns! hin's new park
system and develop local support for expansion.

Estimated Cost: $2.250 Local TOTAL: $2.250

Basis for Action: Enhance the recraation offerings in the Township by providing an event, such as a
musical performance. that will appeal to a cross-section of White Lake residents and encourage
additional park usage. The cost of the event could be supplemented by recruiting business SpoNsors
and through refreshment sales,

3. LAND ACQUISITION FOR Expand existing Hawley Park (see Map RP-18)
HAWLEY PARK EXPANSION
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TOTAL:  §150,000

. MAck o
stimated Cost; ©

m

BQSIS for Action: Expan
and future | mqeentsk esp I\ asv

continues 1o arow
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4 ~ERDINAND C. VETTER PARK  Irrigate two ballfields and remediats patnway siope to meet
barrier-free standards

=stimated Cos $60.000 Ballfields
¢ 5.000 Pathway
$63.000 TOTAL
SSS.OOG Locaj’
$30,000 MDNR

Basis for Action: The baseball fields should be imigated tc maintain them in
condition during times of heavy use. The Township may raquest a grant 1o ass
the Imgation system, while the Township funds the pathway remediation.

& T' clional and safe
ist

n the installation of

& MILLAGE RESZARCH

Basis for Action: Investigate the best method for proposing a Parks & Recreation Millage, th
amount required to raise sufficient funds for development and programming, the timin gort next

1 I I 1
eiection, and the elemants of a successful promaotona: cam ag“

2005 TOTAL = §222,250 TOTAL
$92.250 (Local} and $130,000 (MNRTF)

2008 ACTION PROGRAM
1. BLOOMER GRASS LAKE PARK - Install parking lot and pathway
Estimated Cost:  § 50,000 Parking Lot

$ 59.000 Patnway

$109,000 TOTAL (Local)

Basis for Action: Acquisifion of Bloomer #4 State Park from the MDNR will allow White Lake to provide
a new, barrier-free passive-recreation use park io the public.

2. LAND ACQUISITION - Expand existing park or purchase land for development of a
new park, with first priority being parcels adjacent to existing
parks or Township-owned land (see Map RP-18)

stimated Cost:  $50,000 Local $100,000 MNRTF TOTAL: $150,000

Basis for Action: Expansion of recrsational land is critical in order to mest the needs o poth wxxatmg

and future residents, espacially as vacant land bacomes more scarcs andz he Township's 1

CacsTo.
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I Cost §50,000 Local $100.000 MNRTF TOTAL: $150.00C

Basis for Action: Expansion of recreational fand is critical in order to mest the needs of both existing
anc future residents. especially as vacant land becomes more scarce and the Townshin's population
continues to grow. In particular, the northwest quadrant of the Townsnip iz deficient in neighborhood

4. BLOOMZR GRASS LAKE PARK - Install boardwalk and viewing platform

$118.000 Boardwalk
$ 31.250 Viewing Platform
3148.250 TOTAL {Local)

Basis for Action: Enhance passive recreation opportunities in the Township by providing barrier-free
access to view Grass Lake.

5. PARK PROGRAMMING Develop a summer program (monithly event) at Vetter and/or
Hawiey park in order to promote the Township's new park
system and develop local support for expansion.

Estimated Cost:  $2,250 Lecal TOTAL: §2.250

Basis for Action: Enhance the recreation offerings in the Township by providing an event, such as a
musical performance, that will appeal to a cross-section of White Lake residents and encourage
additional park usage. The cost of the event could be supplemented by recruiting business sponsors
and through refreshment sales.

2008 TOTAL = §625,050 TOTAL

$282.050 (Local) $343,000 (Combination of Greenways hitiative.
MNRTF, Tea-21 Enhancement, MDOT, MDNR Trust Fund. and USDOT
Appropriations Act)

N

[~
'

o
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2008 ACTION PROGRAM

T V=BG PATHWAY - Compiete M-59 patnway by fifling ir gaps along corridor
zstimated Cost $71.000 Local $639.00C TOTAL: §710.000
Greenways

Initiative, MNRTF
Tea 21 MDOT.
MDNR Trust
Fund,  USDOT
Appropriations Act

Basis for Action: A pathway along M-59 will provide non-motorizad pedestrian accass to the major of
the Township's commercial development. The existing pathway, mostly iocated directly adjacent to the
roadway. is not a safe or practical option for pedestrians.

i
i

2. LAND ACQUISITION - Expand existing park or purchase land for development of &
new park. with first priority being parcels adiacent to existing

parks or Township-owned fand {see Map RP—18)

Estimated Cost:  $50,000 Local $100,000 MNRTF TOTAL: $150,000

Basis for Action: Expansion of recreational land is critical in order to meet the needs of both existing
and future residents, especially as vacant land becomes more scarce and the Township's population
continues {o grow.

S. PARK PROGRAMMING Develop a summer program (monthly event) at Vetter and/or
Hawiey park in order to promote tne Township's new park
system and develop local support for expansion.

Estimated Cost: $2.250 Local TOTAL: $2.250

Basis for Action: Enhance the racreation offerings in the Township by providing an event, such as a
musical performance, that wil appeal o a cross-section of White Lake residents and encourage
additional park usage. The cost of the event could be supplemented by recruiting business sponsors
and through refreshment sales.

2009 TOTAL = §862,250 TOTAL
$123,250 (Local); $739,000 Greenways Initiative, MNRTF, Tea=21,
MDOT, MDNR Trust Fund, USDOT Appropriations Act

12-0 WHITZ LAKE TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN
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Action Pian Summary

YEAR PROPOSED ACTION TOWNSHIP GRANT TOTAL COST

SHARE AMOUNT

Biocmer Grass Lake Pare - Acquirs & develon Stewardship Plan 85000 $5.000
Parxks Programming 2250 82950

i Land Acquisiuen for Hawiey Park Expansion 50,000 $100.000 $150.000

| 2005

' Ferdinand C. Vetier Park - Imigate ballfields & remediate $35,000 $30.000 $65.000
pathway siope
Miliage research N/A N/& NIA

f 2005 TOTAL $82,250 §136.000 $222.250

‘ Bloomer Grass Lake Park ~ Install parking ict and pathway $109,000 £109.000
2006 i R i
Land acquisition $50,000 $100,000 $150,000
Parks Programming $2.250 $2 250
2006 TOTAL $161,250 $100,000 $261,250
Headwaters Pathway - Connect Highland and Pentiac Lake State $45.000 $405.000 $450.000
Recreation Areas, and indian Springs Metropark
2007 o i -

Land acquisition $50,000 $100.000 $150.000
Parks Programming $2 250 $2.950
2007 TOTAL $§97,250 $505,000 $602,250

WHITE LAKE TOWNSHIF RECREATION PLAN
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| | | | 3

1 | Unior Laxke Pathway - Union Lake Road Corriger 527,000 ; T04% 000 5275.000

| | |

i { ?

| brence! Lake Fark - Install pathway and paviiion with piznic tabies $53 550 ‘ $53.250

j 2008 : ~Noarseiar ’ ~ . ! i
-ans atquisier $30.000 3100000 $15C.000 |

i |

I : {

i ‘ Baoqme* Grass Lake Part: - Install boardwalk and viewing $149.250 f §148.250 }

| patiorr §

‘ ! [

| | |

| | |

Farks Programming $2950 $2.250 |

; 1 o ravav !

; 2008 TOTAL §282,050 |  §343,000 $625.050

- |

| s o

H e Yo P Y ~ . . ~

| v-o3 rathway $71,000 $639,000 $710.000

|

| i

| Land 15 P =

| 2009 | Land acauisiton $50,000 | $100,000 150,000

J‘

|

fl Parks Programming $2.050 $2.250

}L 2009 TOTAL §123.250 §739,000 $862.250
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White Lake Charter Township
Recreation Plan
~uture Vision Participants

Tne White Lake Charter Township Recreation Committee would like to invite you and/or
another member of your organization to participate in a workshop designed to develop 2
Future Vision for recreation facilities and programs in White Lake Charter Township. The
Recreation Committes has been working on developing a new Recreation Pian that wili
outline the proposed parks and recreation developments for the next 5 years. Background
reports about the Township's existing land use and development patterns, population anc
nousing characteristics, natural features, public and private parks and recreation resources
have been completed. The next step is formulating the community’s goals, objectives, and
poiicies. The Future Vision exercise nas been designed (o encourage public participation
in identifying important issues associated with the Township's parks and recreation
rasources. The resulting Vision Statement will serve as a continuing guide for the
Recreation Committee as they complete the Recreation Plan. The Community Vision

meeting will be held on:

Wednesday, September 15, 2004
6:45-9:00 p.m.
Dublin Community Senior Center
685 Union Lake Road

So that we may plan adequate space for the Vision workshop, please RSVP to Stacey
or Michele at Birchler Arroyo Associates (248) 423-1776 or Karen at
kiashowav@birchlerarroyo.com NO LATER THAN MOKDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2004
with the name(s) of the person(s) who will represent your group or organization.

Jean Shiloft
White Lake Township
Recreation Commitiee Chairperson




" VISION STATEMENT

A White Lake Township continues to develop, it is critical that the Township takes an active roie 1o
increase tne parks and recreation opportunities for both existing and future residents. Of key importance for
the Township is to expand existing parkland, develop additional active and passive recreation opportunities
while preserving natural features, and develop a system of non-motorized pathways.

Providing & variety of facilities to accommodate the needs of residents with & wide-range of physical
abilities and interests is important to the nealth and well-being of White Lake residents. The Township was
successful with its recent development of Ferdinand C. Vetter Park and Judy Hawiey Park. If possible,
additional acreage should be secured adjacent to Hawley Park, in order to expand the facility. The
proximity of Vetter Park and Hawley Park to the Township Hall and library makes it a popuiar destinatior:.
However, given that the park is not visible from the road, signage is necessary to inform the public that
exists. Residents of North Broadmoor wouid benefit from a pedestrian connection between the
neighborhood and Vetter Park. White Lake should use Hawley and Vetter Parks as models on which to
expand its recreational offerings within other areas of the Township. While there are several large-scale
park facilities, development and population growth within the Township necessitates additional Township-
level Taciiiues. Another resident request is fo develop a dog park. The deveiopment of a dog park would
provide another recreation resource for people, while giving their dogs an alternative place to be walked.
Acquiring additional land for more neighberhood-level faciiities is crucial to providing facilities that ars
accessible to White Lake residents, wherever they may live.

Another resource that is in demand is gathering spaces for group meetings and activities. While the library
can accommodate some groups, its facilities are frequentiy booked. The Township should pursue the
adaptive reuse of existing buildings, to serve as a cost-effective method to expand the social and
recreational opportunities available in White Lake.

The preservation of natural features and development of nature trails as another recreation resource is of
primary importance to the Township residents. The unique topographic features, extensive waterways, and
abundance of wetlands and woodlands makes White Lake a unique community, By preserving these
resources for the future, and incorporating them into recreational developments, the Township can maintain
the attractive natural features of White Lake for the benefit of current and future generations. One method
of maintaining these natural areas, as well as secure additional parkiand in general, is to obtain parkland as
a condition of new development. In addition, White Lake currently owns property that may be suited to
: parkiand, including a small parcel with frontage on Brendel Lake, a larger piece on the south side of M-59,
east of Highland Recreation Area, and several well sites. The Township should consider how bast to utilze
these areas for its residents.

The development of a pathway system is crucial to permitting pedestrian movemeant within and betwsen
residential developments, in addition to providing a non-motorized way for children and adults alike to traval
to the larger recreation areas, retail places, etc., without having to use a vehicie. The Zoning Ordinance and
Subdivision Regulations should ensure that new developments require sidewalks or pathwaya to be
instalied, depending upon the location of the site. Safe design and proper maintenance of pathways mus:
be a critical component of the pathways plan, in order o ensure its long-term viability. The system must
include such components as safe pedestrian crossings of M-59, a proper refationship betwsen new
pathways and existing development, and connections to adjacent communities. Given the narrow right-of-
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way along M-5% and many of the other major roade, it will be necessary in some areas to install pathways
within the ot aree, because there is not sufficient space within the right-of-way to accommodate a safe
pathway. An essential element of pathways along major roads is a sign system to inform users and
motornsts of the biking/pedestrian activity, crosswalke, and crossing lights

The Township snould establish a Parks and Recreation Department, in order ensure that facilities are
maintained and programmed for the benefit of residents and visitors. The development of annual or
periodic programs, such as a Music in the Park series, could attract a cross-section of the community, from
young families and singles to seniors. Alsc, White Lake should consider utilizing other local organizations
such as the library, In oraer to promote parks activities or develop joint programs 1o attract a wider
audience. in addition, White Lake may partner with the Water Board in order tc provide appropriate
recreational opportunities on land controlied by the Board. Another method to increase awareness of the
Parks and Recreation Plan, and ensure that proper communication is provided among Township boards,
would be the appointment of & Planning Commission fiaison fo the Parks and Recreation Commitiee. White
Lake should increase the use of its “Four Seasons Playground” slogan, in order to promote the wide range
of outdoor activities that are available within the Township.

in order to provide an-extensive recreation network, if is necessary for White Lake to partner with adjacen!
communities to provide a variety of recreational opportunities. By working with adjacent communities, it will
be more cosi-eftective Tor the Township to provide facilities and services for its residents, without
unnecessary duplication. Other possible partnerships could involve working with the State of Michigan,
Oakland County, and the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority to increase awareness of the White Lake
facilities that are available 1o the pubiic, and ensure the use of them is sustained.

t will be necessary for the Township to leverage its money as much as possible and seek alternative forms
of funding, in order 1o be successful in expanding recreational opportunities in the Township. The Township
should consiaer iocat funding mechanisms, such as adding a line item on the budget, passing a millage, or
selling bonds, in order to secure funding. The use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) monies
for recreation development should be pursued as well. Another source for park tand or faciliies
development that must be more strongly pursued is contributions from developers. Both large-scale
developers such as Meijer and Lowe's, as well as residential developers who may provide areas of private
recreation within their developments, are sources for additional parkiand or faciliies. Lastly, private
foundations and grant writers may serve as sources fo discover other funding mechanisms available to

White Lake.




NN

As part of the ecreation Plan process. the Township is developing a multi-use pathway plan for
White Laike. The pathways would provide a non-motorized transportation option for pedestrians.
breveliste. horseback-riders. ete. In order to assist the Township i determining which
roads/utiliny corridors should take priority for pathway devel ()pmf= 1. please rank: them according
the priorit thev should be assigned. The highesi-priority item should have a rank of T and the

lowest priority should have a rank of 11

12 3740516 TR 90100 1]
' M-39 Pathwav Redevelopment 4 13 1 1.2 0.1 01110 2
Corridor connecung Highland L
; & Ponuac State Kecreation 71402 00610700 00
i | Areas | |
% Utility Cornidor, west of Bogie | ‘ : !
Lake Road {Extends from M- TS 32 201000000100 00
' 59 south o Cooleyv Lake Road) ;
Bogie Lake Road 0/ 220 1141 120 0
' Teggerdine Road g rjo 020312 1,0 2
I Umon Lake Road Griio 1 0302
Elizabeth Lake Road O 1112012701311
Cedar Island Road (10 connect 5 |
Bogie Lake Road to Union 2010302030ty
Lake Road) ! f
Pontiac Lake .loac} (10 connect ololali itolrlal1!o 0
Teggerdine to M-59)
I Porter-Grass Lake-McKearchie {
"3 (connect Twp Library & pr2lri2ftlolol20 0 2
Bloomer Park)
(,’)rmond Road, M-59 to Twp slololalz oyl 0
line.
l Comments on #4:
- This is difficult to do as some pathways should connect to others as indicated by 1, 2, & 3

1

What do vou believe are the top two priorities the Parks & Recreation Commuittee should be

v

considermg?

] Establishing /developer requirements for park space.
Senior services advocacy, given demo. Shift.

vl Fasy to use programs

M Money for use to develop these uses.

% Purchasing of land

M Devel ioping a compiete recreational facility (fields, pool).

E\;l

revelop of parks & recreation department in the Township facility.
M Land ac QUISITION.
V Development of Park/Rec. Dept. (@ Twp. Hall.

E] [

Safety paths (multi-use) non-motor




Commumty Center facility - land acquisition & planning

AR

We need 1o encourage conservatorships to put away land as state parks may not be around
Jorever.
Pathways

Future aevelopment (subs) to insert open areas set aside for public pathways/trails.

&R

>3

JREIRE R

Community Growth

Fundme.

Affordable Recreation Center
! Trails & Pathwavs

Land Acquisition for Future parks.

v Preserving part of twp for nature walks and bike paths.

| Conserving natural wetlands.

] Pathways

) Family Parks

M Pathwa y pianning & mplementation (Twp wide & connected).
Vi Organ
M To keep the areq as natural to the surrounding as possible

M What could be the most needed in White Lake,

What about new land on M-59.

| Pathway Development

M Milage to support land acquisition, maintenance, development.

ized activities & improved parks.

6. Please provide any additional comments or ideas that would be helpful to the Recreation
Commuittee as the Recreation Plan/Pathways plan 1s developed.

< Pathways (o allow M-59 corridor residents/Porter/etc. to walk to the library (Township Offices) -
esp. those in lower income housing where families often don’ t have transportation.

< Coordination between elected officials (budget & activities) needs to be easily improved. We
need to consider being able to sponsor a program activities regularly for all ages of residents.

< 1 would like to see a dog park. I would also like to see a trail system that I could drive or bike to

easily.

<* The Township Board needs to provide mechanism to property fund the Rec Committee. We must
have funds for maintenance & improvements. Recreation Committee member should be
appointed to Planning Commission.

<+ Muluple accesses to State Parks.

< Consistent & dedicated funding source should be secured by Twp. Officials. Twp eeneral fund
doliars will not be a long-term and stble source.

<+ Create a dog park.




CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WHITE LAKE
Fortion of Unapproved Minutes of the Regular Boarc Meeting Pertaining to Public
Hearing for the Recreation Pian
March 15, 2005 - 7:00 p.m.

Supervisor Kowall calied the Regular Board of Trustees meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Clerk Burkard 1ok the rolf and Mrs. Spoor was absent.

ROLL CALL: Mike Kowal!, Supervisor
Carol J. Burkard, Clerk
Beverly J. Spoor, Treasurer - Absent
Forrest J. Brende!, Trustee
Terry Liliey, Trustee
Michasl C. Powell, Trustee
Andrea C. Voorheis, Trustee

Also Present: Greg Need, Township Attorney
Ote Andersorn, Township Engineer
David Birchler, Township Consultant
{aren Fashoway, Township Consultant
Lynn Lindon, Recording Secretary

Visitors: 75+
PUBLIC HEARING
A. DRAFT RECREATION PLAN

Mr. Birchier distributed a handout to the board members and noted that Ms. Fashoway
has been must meet standards in order to get funding from the State. There is & 5-step
process in developing a plan and they have completed 3 of those stepe to date. They
gathered information on the community and did an inventory of the parks. They then
looked at standards and deficiencies. The pathway system was discussed on how to
connect to other communities. They also did park observations, surveyed existing park
users and held an “Issues and Solutions” workshop for people to discuss what they want
to see. As a result, there were nine major concerns: (1) Pathways; (2) Land Acquisition:
(3) Grants & Funding; (4) 4-Season Playground: (5) Parks & Rec Department; (6)
Elected Parks & Rec Committee; (7) Community’s Growth: (8) Judy Hawiey Park and (9)
Other State, County, Metro Faciliies. Ms. Fashoway gave a brief overview of possibie
solutions to thess issues.

Mr. Birchler indicated that the Board has recognized there could be 1.000 more new
homes in the next year and available land for parks and recreation is shrinking. The
township must look at appropriate places to acquire land for future parks. The proposed
pian is aggressive and the pathways element is a major piece of this plan. He notad that
the committze did an evaluation of the entire township for pathway potential.

Mr. Birchier thought i was important to point out why the township should have a
recreation plan and the purpose beyond the need five years from now. The recreation

pianning process and the desire for communities to stay grant eiigible requires playing
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WHITE LAKE Page 2 of 2

Board of Trustees Regutar Meeting
Unapproved Minutes of March 15, 2005

by the States rules. The township can get up to 75% of the cost of buying & piece of
property.  There is potentially 1.75 million in grant money and without this pian the
township can't even submii a plan to the DNR. Mr. Birchler added that it is possible 1o
apply for funds for a project that may not be listed in the plan, but is consistent with the
goale anc obiectives of the plan. The plan never commits the community to spending
any moneay. Only the approved application will require designation of funding.

it was MOVED by Liliey, SUPPORTED by Burkard tc open the public hearing at
£:16 p.m. The MOTION CARRIED with a voice vote. {6 ves votes)

Randy Maver asked how much money was budgeted for Parks and Rec and Supervisor
Kowall indicated $5,000.

Kathy Gordinear of the Dubiin Senior Center stated that writing grants is a lot of work
and asked who would write them. Supervisor Kowall indicated that the consultants are
responsible for writing grants. Mr. Birchier added that they have done grant writing anc
have gotten grants secured for other cities and townships as well.

Clerk Burkard stated she wanis some type of path addre ess! i fo
noted that playscapses are s
access is addressed in the plan.
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Supervisor Kowall commended the Parks & Rec committee for their hard work. He
noted that the township is lacking funds for maintenance and has lost the help from the
prison camp. 1 he township needs to look at cther ways of preventative maintenance for

the parks.

Thomas Johnson, 9138 Buckingham, asked about community service court sentences to
maintain the parks but Supervisor Kowall indicated that someone has to supervise these
people and the current maintenance person would require overtime. He is currently
trying to work out service with the county.

Mr. Powell thanked the committee and added that the pian is extremely well done and
informative.

With no other comments, it was MOVED by Lilley, SUPPORTED by Burkard to

~

close the public hearing at §:25 p.m. The MOTION CARRIED with a voice vote. (6
yes votes)

R=SOLUTIONS
A. RESOLUTION TC ADOPT RECREATION PLAN

It was MIOVED by Lilley, SUPPORTED by Burkard to adopt the Recreation Plan as
presented. The MOTION CARRIZED with a voice vote. (6 yes votes)




PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WHITE LAKE
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION TG ADOPT RECREATION PLAK:

WHEREAS,  The White Lake Charter Township Parks and Recreation Commitiee was established by
the Township Board to review the Township's recreation needs and develop a Recreation
Pian to meef those needs, and

WHEREAS,  The Parks and Recreation Committee has held several meetings on the propesed
Recreation Pian o oblaln public comments and suggestions on the progosed
improvements for the years 2005 through 2008, and

WHEREAS,  The Parks and Recreaion Committee conducted a parks observation/ public survey in
June 2004, and hosted a vision session on September 15, 2004 to solicit public input and
suggestions regarding the Township's parks and recreation facilities and needs, ang

WHEREAS,  The Parks and Recreation Committes has compioted development of the draft

Recreation Pian including a five {5) year plan for the improvement and continued
development of recreation facilifies for the benefit of Township residenis, and

WHEREAS,  The Parks and Recrsation Commitiee wishes to recommend that the Township Board
approve the proposed Recreation Plan for the years 2005 through 2008,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

THAT THE WHITE LAKE CHARTER TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE HEREBY
ADOPTS THE PROPOSED RECREATION PLAN FOR THE YEARS 2005 THORUGH 2008 AND
RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE RECREATION PLAN BY THE TOWNSHIP BOARD.

Motion by p{lﬁf/ supported by [<p O sl to adopt the above resoiution.

~

AYES:

)

NAYS:
g, T
ABSENT, '/

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED OK 2.16.05. ﬁ / ww

Chawpemn




WHITE LAKE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RESCLUTION TO ADOPT RECREATION PLAN:

WHERZAS,  The White Lake Township Parks and Recreation Committee was estabiished by the
White Lake Township Board to review the Township's recreation needs and develop
a Recreation Plan to meet those needs, and

WHEREAS,  The Parks and Recreation Committee hosted an Issues and Solutions workshop to solicit
pubiic input regarding the Township's parks and recreation facilities and needs, and

WHEREAS,  The Parks and Recreation Committee has completed development of the
Recreation Plan including a five (5) year plan for the improvement and continued

Avninnrant af ranraatinn fnnaiiitian fae bian e fib mf T oas e [ X L U PR BT
Qevelopment of recreation iaciiiies 1or the benefit of Township residents, and adopted the

plan by resolution on February 16, 2005, and

WHEREAS,  The Parks and Recreation Committee recommended that the Township Board approve
the proposed Recreation Plan for the years 2005 through 2009, and

WHEREAS, The Township Board held a pubiic hearing on the proposed Recreation Plan to obtain

public comments and suggestions on the proposed improvements for the years 2005
through 2008,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

THAT THE WHITE LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD HEREBY ADOPTS THE RECREATION PLAN FOR THE
YEARS 2005 THROUGH 2009 AS PRESENTED AT A PUBLIC HEARING AND AS RECOMMENDED
FOR APPROVAL BY THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE.

Motion by Lilley, supported by Burkhard to adopt the above resolution.

AYES: Kowall, Burkhard, Brendel, Lilley, Powsll, Voorheis

NAYS: None

ABSENT: Spoor

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED ON 3.15.05. Carol J. Burkhard

Carol J. Burkhard, Clerk
White Lake Township




